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Our Parish Mission Statement: 

We, the people of Corpus Christi Parish, brothers and sisters in Christ, prayerfully uphold: 
Our Mission – To be the light of Christ shining in the heart of the community 

Our Vision – To be a vibrant and inspirational Catholic faith community growing in lifelong prayer,  
sharing the joy of the Gospel and committed to evangelization, education and loving service to those in need 

Our Values – To be a welcoming, caring and inclusive faith community rooted 
in peace, justice and respect for all beings 

 

May abundant Christmas blessings and hopes for a prosperous and healthy 2020 be yours during this very 

holy season of our liturgical year! 

 

As we begin a new calendar year, a new decade, embark upon many new experiences and many new 

occasions for prayer and praise, and welcome new members to our ministry, I want to revisit the history of 

this ministry.  According to notes and documents I received from Deacon Bob McClellen,, who handed the 

“baton” of this newsletter over to me a couple of years ago, this group was started when Fr. Dan Kirby 

enlisted the help of Deacon Bob and Peg to build upon the ministry that was started at Holy Family and 

under the leadership of Sr. Lorraine.  The goal was to expand that foundation and base of prayer across our 

tri-parish community (from Holy Family out to Queen’s and Carter Lake) and ultimately allow it to evolve 

as the tri-parish community evolved into the Corpus Christi Parish Community.   

 

The root of this ministry was not only to capitalized on prayer as the foundation of our faith, but to involve 

and keep connected those members of our parish who, due to age, health, or other commitments; were not 

able to be as involved in active ministry as they may have once been.  Among the many unique aspects of 

this ministry is the fact that we have neither fees nor meetings but that we do adhere strongly to the repeated 

admonition made over the centuries and millennia by saints, church leaders, and Scripture: Pray, for prayer 

brings about miracles!! A vital partner to prayer is sacrifice.  St. Teresa of Lisieux said that without prayer 

and sacrifice, we can be of no use to the Church.  I know that many/all of us have something we can offer as 

sacrifice on a daily, if not continuous basis.  Was it a philosopher named Philo of Alexandria, a 

contemporary of Jesus, who said something like, “Be kind to everyone you meet, for everyone you meet is 

fighting a great battle.”   

 

We often don’t realize that our battles, be they battles on the emotional or mental level, battles with poor 

health and disease, or battles trying to mend family disputes or reunite and reestablish wounded friendships; 

can be offered as sacrifice for intentions in our hearts as well as those mentioned in this monthly or near-

monthly newsletter.  I ask you to consider your battles as being offered as sacrifice along with your prayers 

for all the intentions of Holy Mother Church which have, as a common denominator, the goal of drawing all 

men and women to Christ.  These prayers and these sacrifices fit no set of directions or requirements; 

however, wherever, whenever you pray simply offer them and your sacrifices/sufferings for your own 

intentions as well as those of the Ministry and of the Church.  On a personal note, I have found no other 

parish involvement that carries more weight and importance than this work of prayer and sacrifice.   

 

As I mentioned above, our faith tells us to pray always for prayer brings about miracles. I have witnessed 

this just yesterday when I observed my brother receiving the Sacrament of the Sick and the Sacrament of 

Reconciliation from Fr. Monahan prior to his brain surgery to remove tumors that were caused by a 

metastasis of the cancer from his bladder through his lymph nodes. One might say that there is no miracle 

unless he is cured of the cancer, but I disagree.  He told me he hadn’t been to his parish church in years and 

that was likely why they hadn’t responded to my call.  I didn’t know who else to call except Fr. Monahan 

who knew my brother from the opening of St. Albert; they joked about my brother holding an unbreakable 

record…first home run hit from the St. Albert baseball field.  When Fr. Paul asked him if he’d like to 

receive the Sacrament of Reconciliation before receiving the Sacrament of the Sick, my brother simply (and 



peacefully) said ‘yes.’  During the Sacrament of the Sick and as we were praying with Fr. Paul, I sensed 

such grace, surrender, and joy as well as an appreciation for the Church’s holy ministry of the priesthood 

and the administration of sacraments.  Regardless of the outcome of surgery and treatment, I know in my 

heart that the miracle of healing DID occur.   

 

And so I will continue to offer my prayers and sacrifices for these intentions which are all, in some way, 

directed toward reuniting us all to Christ.   If we continue to unite in the Ministry of Prayer and Praise, these 

effects and miracles will continue to abound; we just need to be spiritually aware of them for most will 

otherwise remain hidden from plain sight.   

 

May your Christmas season and New Year be filled with miracles wrought by our prayers and sacrifices!!!!  

 

Blessings,  Marty Shudak, gmshudak@yahoo.com, 712-308-3983 

 

Prayer Intentions 
 

Parish: 

That those in our Sister Parish in Colombia will experience the abundant graces and blessings of this 

Christmas season. 

In thanksgiving for Fr. Litto Thomas, our new associate pastor 

For Fr. Litto, may his ministry at Corpus Christi be abundantly blessed with many successes 

For a successful Italian Dinner planned this month at Our Lady of Carter Lake 

In thanksgiving for the wonderful Christmas services, for the beautifully decorated environments and 

nativity scenes, and for the work of our deacons and priests and music ministers 

For the work of Bishop Joensen as he continues to become acclimated to his new role as bishop 

For our seminarians, may the Holy Spirit assist them in their studies and preparation and help them to 

remain faithful to their vocations 

For the sick in our parish and in our families, may they experience healing on both a spiritual and a 

physical level 
 

Diocese, Nation, World: 

For peace in the Middle East and especially for greater respect and protection of Christians 

For the repose of the souls of the 11 Christians who gave their lives for their faith and were killed by 

terrorists on Christmas day 

For improved laws that protect the right to life of pre-born babies and may the horrors of “full term 

abortion” never find their way into a society as advanced as ours 

For our lawmakers, may they enact sensible laws that support lawful immigration but also protect the 

safety of our society; that defend the rights of citizens to own guns but also protect citizens from gun 

violence; that help to build wealth across all classes while serving the needs of the poor 

For the safety of those who travel during this holiday season and especially those who travel between 

countries 

For the victims of violent weather and storms, may they remain safe and warm and dry  
 

Universal Church/Papal Intentions: 

The Future of the Very Young 
That every country take the measures necessary to prioritize the future of the very young, 

especially those who are suffering. 

Promotion of World Peace 
We pray that Christians, followers of other religions, and all people of goodwill may promote 

peace and justice in the world. 
 

May these and all of our personal petitions be united by the power of the Holy Spirit with those of all the 

Ministers of Prayer and Praise, with Mary our Mother, and all the saints in the heavenly kingdom, we 

implore you, O Lord.  Amen. 
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